Meeting Minutes

Greater Ravenswood SSA #31 Commissioners’ Meeting

April 29th 2010 3:00 p.m.

1756 W. Wilson Ave.

Attending

Jerry Cuzelis

Dave Ochab

Stephanie Spiegel (Via Conference Call)
Diane Walch

William Helm

RCC staff

Ryan Lowry

Chris Shickles

Guests

Roger Houts

Tricia Martinelli

Call to Order: The SSA #31 Commissioners’ meeting is called to order at 3:15 p.m. by D. Walch. Seconded by W. Helm. Motion Carried.
MetroScape Landscaping presentation

Roger Houts of MetroScape Landscaping presented the Commission his proposal for the planters on Montrose and the 2010 Landscaping bid. R. Houts brought in planter examples and explained his bid included nine planters with bi-weekly maintenance. The planters would be filled and maintained from May 1 to November 15, with some plants replaced in the fall. Plants would be cleaned out and winter plants and greens would be installed by November 24. Bid for work was $10,269. R. Houts also presented a bid for bi-weekly maintenance along the Ravenswood corridor on both sides of the Metra tracks from Lawrence Avenue to Addison Street that would include mowing, weeding prevention and trash pickup from May 1 to November 1. Bid was $1,500 per visit.
SSA Banner presentation

T. Martinelli from the Ravenswood Chamber of Commerce Board presented the Commission with the banner program being put on by the Chamber. T. Martinelli brought in a sample banner, which will be double-sided. Cost is $325 for one banner, $300 for two banners and $275 for four or more banners with a $25 renewal fee each year for each banner, which includes annual permit and administration fees. The banners will be located throughout the Ravenswood area.

2010 Landscaping bids

The Commission reviews the bid by Fred Schanmier for the Montrose planters and the Ravenswood corridor maintenance. The Commission approves F. Schanmaier for the Montrose planters at a price of $2,500 for summer/fall and winter plantings. D. Ochab motions to approve Schanmier for the Montrose planters. W. Helm seconds. Motion carried. The Commission reviews F. Schanmier for the maintenance of the Ravenswood corridor. Work will be done on a bi-weekly basis with an average cost of about $4,000 a month. After comparing bid from R. Houts and F. Schanmier the Commission votes to contract with Schanmier for corridor maintenance. D. Walch motions to use F. Schanmier for corridor maintenance. W. Helm seconds. Motion carried. F. Schanmier will be asked to do special projects in the summer instead of routine maintenance when it is not needed. The Commission will include R. Houts for consideration for future projects.
Banner program

After reviewing the banner program, the Commission approved the purchase of four banners for $1,100. Commission would like to have them say “Greater Ravenswood SSA #31” at the bottom. S. Spiegel motions to approve the purchase of four banners. W. Helm seconds. Motion carried. RCC will meet with T. Martinelli to figure out best locations for banners.
Review of the March meeting summaries
A review was done of the March 11 minutes. D. Ochab motions to approve the March 11 minutes. J. Cuzelis seconds. Motion carried. A review is done of the March 19 minutes. D. Walch motions to approve the March 19 minutes with the minutes reading “Special Meeting” on them. W. Helm seconds. Motion carried.
Budget Variance/Cash Flow

G. Cuzelis presented a budget variance and cash flow financial report to the Commission. After paying April invoices, there is $228,000 in the account, compared to $104,000 last year. The SSA will keep an eye on expenditures throughout the year as additional deposits are not anticipated until November. The budget variance reflects the budget revision approved at the last meeting. It is projected right now that 94-percent of the budget is committed to be used with a $3,000 budget surplus meaning that extra landscaping is within the budget.

SSA #31 2009 Audit approval
The 2009 Audit was presented to the Commission, completed by Eilts & Associates. The presented Audit shows no findings and includes the accrued loss collection in the financial statement. This will act as a guide for future years in calculating loss-collections. J. Cuzelis motions to approve the 2009 Audit for SSA #31. W. Helm seconds. Motion carried. 
Review of Invoice No. 3
RCC presents the Commission with Invoice No. 3 for April for a total of $4,664. D. Walch motions to approve the invoice. D. Ochab seconds. Motion carried.
New business
D. Walch recommends clarifying the actual costs to the businesses versus what the SSA will pay for the film installation program in our promotional materials.

Motion made by W. Helm to adjourn the meeting at 4:10 p.m.  Seconded by D. Ochab. Meeting adjourned. 

The next SSA #31 Commissioners’ meeting will be Thursday, May 13th at 3 p.m. at the RCC office. 

Recorder: CS

