Meeting Minutes

Greater Ravenswood SSA #31 Commissioners’ Meeting

August 13th 2009 3:00 p.m.

1756 W. Wilson Ave.

Attending

Jerry Cuzelis

Stephanie Spiegel

Paul Puttrich

David Ochab

Diane Walch

William Helm

Vince Saverino

RCC staff

Chris Shickles

Ryan Lowry

Introductions: The SSA #31 Commissioners’ meeting is called to order at 3:10 p.m. by P. Puttrich. Seconded by D. Ochab.

Neurological Institute update

S. Spiegel informed the Commission regarding the status with Chicago Neurological Institute. Northshore University Hospital is considering purchasing the Chicago Neurological Institute. The Institute may move operations to one of the Northshore University hospitals at the end of 2009.

Review of the July meeting summary

Upon review of the July meeting summary, there needs to be more detail added to the discussion about the approved 2010 Budget/Workplan for SSA #31. V. Saverino moves to accept July minutes. W. Helm seconds. Motion carried.

Budget Variance

J. Cuzelis presented a new format for keeping track of the SSA budget with C. Shickles and R. Lowry. The SSA hasn’t received any deposits since May and will need $90,000 more by the end of 2009 to reach goals. SSA suggests calling the county to see if any money is due and how the $ amounts differ from years past. RCC will also call the Alderman’s office to see when the funds will be available. The SSA also requests a sense of how much money will be committed to power washing, glass etching, and other programs.

Maintenance Agreement/Clark Streetscape

SSA wanted clarification about “monitoring” elements in the streetscape, and was told it meant the organization will inform the appropriate government agencies of any problems occur. The Commission approves signing of the Maintenance Agreement. S. Spiegel motions to accept. D. Ochab seconds. Motion carried.

SSA sponsored Trolley for Art Walk Ravenswood
The SSA has sponsored a Trolley for the Art Walk Ravenswood for the last several years. A motion was made to approve an expenditure of $2,000 for the trolley, and the RCC and Ravenswood Chamber will also contribute and be recognized. S. Spiegel motions, D. Ochab seconds. Motion carried. 
RFP review
Request for proposals have been sent out to several companies for 2009-10 snowplow removal and holiday decorations. The RFPs are available on the RCC website as well. RCC will have bids from both at the next Commissioners’ meeting.
Acid Etching repair and film discussion
R. Lowry presented the commission with an idea for a program needed for acid etching removal and film installation for the SSA area. The SSA would like to see the film installed on all repaired windows. The SSA wanted to explore the liability issue of removal and film installation with other SSAs. RCC will find out how many places have been hit with acid etching, and P Puttrich and D. Ochab will work with R. Lowry to move forward with the program.
SSA By-laws
Several changes are needed for the SSA #31 By-Laws. They include correcting the SSA title to Greater Ravenswood SSA #31, using the Ordinance for the official SSA boundaries, and updating Article VII, Section 2.0 (Duties) to include a Chairperson, Vice Chairperson and Treasurer. A copy will be sent to G. Caruso asking for any additional guidance and the new By-Laws will be emailed out to the Commissioners. 
New Business

The Commission requests that RCC inquire about a landscaping agreement regarding the new Lawrence Ave. Metra station. Specifically, what landscaping responsibilities will Metra commit to and what the SSA is responsible for. 

Motion made by D. Ochab to adjourn the meeting at 4:25 p.m.  Seconded by S. Spiegel. Meeting adjourned. 

The next SSA #31 Commissioners’ meeting will be Thursday September 10th at 3:00 p.m. at the RCC office. 

Recorder: CS

